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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7: ie 
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The Lordship of Jesus 


: By OSWALD J. SMITH, D.D., LITT. D. 
Pastor, The People’s Church, Toronto 


There are many to whom Jesus 
Christ is Saviour but not Lord; 
many who have been saved by Je- 
sus who have never recognized 
Him as Master. But not until He 
has been given that place will He 
be satisfied. 


In Luke xiv. 25, He lays down 
the terms of discipleship. But first 
of all let me say that to be a dis- 
ciple in the true sense of the word 
means much more than forgive- 
ness. A disciple is a learner, one 
who follows after and who recog- 
nizes another as master. 


In the second place let me say 
that the Lord Jesus Christ has the 
absolute right to lay down the 
terms upon which He will accept 
followers as His disciples. In the 
days of the Great War when con- 
scription was in vogue, men were 
compelled to serve whether they 
wanted to or not but before the 
days of conscription every man 
had the privilege of deciding for 
himself. Now the government had 
the right to lay down the terms 
upon which men would be enlisted 
as soldiers, but the man himself 
after reading the terms had the 
-power..toaccept..or..reject. as_he 
saw fit. That did not mean that 
he was no longer a citizen of his 
country. It simply meant that he 
refused to serve. 


And, so with you, my friend. You 
may belong to Jesus Christ and be 
a citizen of heaven and still re- 
fuse to acknowledge Him as your 
Lord and Master and place your- 

- self under His orders in glad obe- 
dience, You may be saved and yet 
not be a disciple. 

“Now let us look at the passage 
in Luke xiv. 25-27. It reads as 
follows: “And there went great 
multitudes with Him: and He 
turned, and said unto them.” I 
wonder what you would have done! 
What would you have said? If I 
know anything about human na- 
ture you would have spoken words 
to please your followers. But Je- 
sus Christ never hid the cross. If 
the road was thorny He -always 
' gaid so. 


. 


| 


Dr. Oswald J. Smith 


“If any man come to Me, and 
hate not his father, and mother, 
and wife, and children, and breth- 
ren, and sisters, yea, and his own 
life also, he cannot be my disci- 
ple. And whosoever does not bear 
his cross, and come after Me, can- 
not be my disciple.” “But,” you ex- 
claim, “does Jesus Christ mean 
that a man must hate his loved 
ones in order to be His disciple ?’’ 
Let us turn to Matt. x. 37. Here 
we have the same term of disci- 
pleship but in somewhat different 
language. It reads thus: “He that 
loveth father and mother more 
than Me is not worthy of Me: and 
he that loveth son or daughter 
more than Me is not worthy of 
Me.” 

What, then are the terms of di- 
cipleship ? Let me give the answer 
in just two words: “GOD FIRST.” 
And if I could, I would put them 
on a banner in the sight of every 
congregation in the world—- GOD 
FIRST. 

Now let. us ask ourselves some 
very plain questions. Does God 
come first in my life or does busi- 
ness hold the supreme place? Is 
it God first or pleasure? God first 
or money? What about my family, 
my loved ones? Do they come first 
or does God? All difficulties can 
thus be solved and all problems 
settled. No. longer do I need to 


(Continued on page four) 


FOUND IN 


THE MAIL 


By VIOLA WALDEN 
(Of Sword of The Lord Office) 


for Christ reported to us through 
The Sword of the Lord literature 
during the month of July. We re- 
ceived also a letter from a Private, 
stationed in California, telling of 
his rededication to Christ. Two of 
these decisions came after they 
read the article in The Sword, 
How. a Lost Sheep Got Home, two 
of them were decisions from the 
booklet, Religious but Lost, but 
most of them came from those 
who had read the little booklet, 
_.. What Must I Do to Be Saved? We 
% only have space for a few of the 
me interesting letters here. 


Sergeant Reports Three Saved 


“Brother Rice: | 
- “Just want to report another 
'. young ‘revival’ in the tents last 
night. Three more of the boys 
saved and one backslider came 
back, this with assistance of your 
tracts.” 
( Signed) Sgt. J. B. Adams 
: Atlanta, = 


Thére were thirty-two decisions? 


Five Saved Through Booklet 
and Personal Work 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“I’ve been intending to report 
that my husband has been able to 
win several to the Lord through 
your booklet, together with per- 
sonal work, .and we praise the 
Lord for that. I don’t know just 
how many, but I can think of at 
least five.” 

(Signed) Mrs. G. Tr. Harryman, 


Kansas City, Missouri. | 


Two Saved Through “What Must 
| Do to Be Saved" ) 


Mr, and Mrs. M—— E-—— of 
Pine Level, N. C., copied the’ de- 
cision from the bovuklet, What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?, asked 
for more booklets to give to boys | ers 


at the army air force technical 


training school. nearby, and then 
Mr. E—— said, 

“Brother, I want to tell you that 
me and my wife have been sin- 


(Continued on page three) 


“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confess- *? 


THE CURSE OF HIDDEN SINS 


eth and forsaketh them shall have mercy" — Proverbs 28:13. 
By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


Covered-up sin cannot get by! Sin unconfessed, un- 
lamented, sin with an alibi, sin that is excused, sin with no 
self-judgment, is certain to bring the curse of a holy and 
righteous and angry God! It would be well for you to mem- 


orize this text from Proverbs 28:13: 


“He that covereth his 


sins shall not: prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh 
them shall have mercy.” There is a terrible curse,.a woe, a 
plague, a condemnation of God on hidden sin. One of the 
most remarkable illustrations of the fact that God cannot 
abide hidden sin, that it is certain to bring failure and ruin, 
is found in the seventh chapter of Joshua where the sin of 
Achan brought defeat in battle to the nation Israel until he 
was hunted down and Achah and his family and 


all his possessions destroyed. 


I want to take you 


through that entire seventh chapter of Joshua of twenty- 
seven verses, and draw’some heart-moving lessons about the 


curse of God on hidden sins. 


In the preceding chapter, Joshua 
6,- we are told of the marvelous 
capture of Jericho. For seven days 
Israel had marched about the city; 
the seventh day they marched seven 
times. The priests of God bore the 
ark, and the people followed. When 
the trumpets of rams’ horns were 
blown, all the people shouted, and 
the walls fell down flat! So they 
went in and took the city. But God 
had plainly commanded them. “And 
ye, in any wise keep yourselves 
from the accursed thing, lest ye 
make yourselves accursed, when ye 
take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it. But all the silver, 
and gold, and vessels of brass 
and iron, are consecrated unto the 
Lord: they shall come into the 
treasury of the Lord.” 


They took the city, by God’s 
gracious blessing, without the loss 
of a man. But alas! One man had 
sinned. As Joshua 7:1 tells us, 
“But the children of Israel com- 
mitted a trespass in the accursed 


| thing: for Achan, the son of Car- 


mi, the son of Zabdi, the son of 
Zerah, of the.tribe of Judah, took 
of the accursed thing: and the an- 
ger of the Lord was. kindled 
against the children of Israel.” Sin 
marred sweet fellowship between 
God and His people. Sin stopped 
the flow of His power, the smile 
of His. blessing! Let us read the 
remainder of the chapter, -passage 
by passages, as we find God’s les- 


‘sons for: us about the curse of hid- 


, sin. 
. Sin Brings Defeat, Failure, Ruin! 


“And Joshua sent men from 
Jericho to Ai, which is beside 
Bethaven, on the east side of Beth- 
el, and spake unto them, ‘saying, 
Go up and view the country. And 
the men went up and viewed Ai. 
And they returned to Joshua, and 
said unto him, Let not all the peo- 


‘ple go up; but. let about two or three 
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thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people 
to labour thither; for they are but 
few. So there went up thither of 
the people about three thousand 
men: and they fled before the men 
of Ai. And the men of Ai smote of 
them about thirty and six men: 
for they chased them from before 
the gate even unto Shebarim, and 
smote them in the going down: 
Wherefore the hearts of the people 
melted, and becafthe as water.” 
There was a sin undiscovered, 
unrepented, unconfessed between 
God and Israel! So the boldness 
that God had put in the hearts of 
the Israelite soldiers departed. 
Three thousand men turned and ran 


Dr. John R. Rice 


like..children before the enemy! — 
Thirty-six men were killed. Shame 
and disgrace and a sense of utter 
disaster settled upon the whole na- 
tion of Israel. 


But that is exactly what the 
Scripture says in Proverbs 28:13. 
“He that covereth his sins shall 


(Continued on page two) 


Dr. Clearwaters Commends Union Revivals 7 


The editor has received a most? 


kindly letter from Dr. Richard 
Clearwaters, pastor of the Fourth 
Baptist Church in Minneapolis, a 
trustee of Northern Baptist Sem- 
inary in Chicago and connected 
with the Northwestern Theological 
Seminary and Bible School in 
Minneapolis. Dr. Clearwaters and 
the large Fourth Baptist Church 
cooperated heartily in the revival 
campaign he mentions, and had 
much to do with its success. 
We hesitate to publish words so 
generous in praise of the editor, 
and feel we do not deserve them. 
However, we promised, before the 


‘letter was written, to publish it, 


on the ground that it would help. 
pastors to believe union campaigns 
were profitable and helpful. We 
still believe the letter will help 


‘Cause a big union revival cam- 


paign, and on that ground alone 
we publish the letter. 


We trust our readers will for- 
give the personal praise, which we 
do not deserve, and consider it 
simply as showing that God did 
send a blessed revival campaign 
and that the full effects of the re- 
vival were blessed, far-reaching 
and long-lasting. Dr. Clearwaters’ 
letter says. 

“Dear Dr. Rice: ¢ 

“As our Union Revival of some 
sixteen churches in North Min- 
neapolis came to a close under 
your Spirit-filled leadership with a 
yield of some 200 souls (I did not 
get the exact total) saved it was 


my earnest intention to write you 


a brief word that you might find 


room for in The Sword of. The} 


Lord.” Not that we “should glory” 
in your Biblical ministry only, 

it was on a very high 
| plane; or that we should boast of 


attracting large crowds, | 
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which you certainly did causing us 
to extend our tent to a 1,000 ca- | 
pacity at the very first; or that we | 
should hold you high as a practical | 
preacher of rightedDUSness teeming 
with fresh, new and living illustra- 
tions which served to make plain 
the Word of God; or that we might 
declare to the world:that we found 
an evangelist who had “no love of 
money,” who carries about no 
carping criticism except against 
sin, and who is safe, sane and 
Spirit filled; who rides no hobbies 
and has a sincere passion to see 
lost souls saved,— HOWEVER IM- 
PORTANT THESE THINGS ARE, 
WE ARE MORE ANXIOUS TO =| 
GIVE OUR.TESTIMONY IN OR- | 
DER THAT OTHER CHURCHES | 
IN OTHER COMMUNITIES MAY 
BE ENCOURAGED TO GET TO- 
GETHER IN A SIMILAR MAN- 
NER FOR THE SAME PURPOSE 
UNDER ONE TENT OR ONE | 
ROOF AND MAKE A UNITED | 
FRONT AGAINST HELL, SIN, — 
AND THE DEVIL IN THE COM- 3 
MUNITY -— AN TI SIN CAM" | 
INATIONAL, ANTI - SIN CAM- =| 
PAIGN! . 
My absence from the city for a 
Revival Campaign in Duluth; Min- — s 
nesota accounts for my long delay — 
in. getting this word to you. ae a 
“My present schedule takes me 
to Chicago September 7-8-9: 7.4 
and doubtless I'll find you on one~ 
of those occasions. Power to you te 
and may the Lord continue af 
bless you and lead you especially ~ 
in organizing evangelists and. re 5 
vivals —it is needed. i 
“Please accept this "word, in 
haste, from mp oh is far be _ ae 
with his work r a 4 
for a season. eer 
“Yours in His service, aa 
(Signed) R. V. Clearwatern” ; 


~ Continued from page one) ® 


mot prosper.” Covered sins bring 
4 ie ure. And I think we may prop- 
“@rly. say that the converse of this 
atement is often true. Failure is 
f gor by sin. Failure, defeat, is 
-?  #£God’s red light warning us of dan- 
_| ger. We have incurred His wrath, 
His anger, we have grieved His. 
' © holy heart by our sins, and for that 
' ? . reason, God does not allow us to 
: prosper. 
. I know that some people, like 
Job, suffer to the glory of God, 
and for the good of multitudes, 
whose sins are not responsible for 
their sufferings. I know that some 
people, like the martyr Stephen 
who was stoned, and like Paul with 
his thorn in the flesh, suffered to the 
' » glory of God when ‘their own sins, 
> as far as we can tell, were not to 
'— blame. Poverty and sickness and 
'®» tribulation are not always the 
'® proofs of hidden sins, nor the evi- 
dence of God’s displeasure. But on 
the other hand it is only fair to 
say that Job was truly prospering 
when he suffered, though he did 
not know it at the time. And Ste- 
phen’s highest hour on this earth 
‘was when flying stones broke his 
bones, his facé shining like that 
of an angel when went to meet 
his Saviour who stood at the right 
hand of the Father to receive Him! 
And Paul’s thorn in the flesh was 
his secret of success. None of these 
tribulations or burdens could be 
called a curse; rather they were 
blessings. 
But even. physical sickness and 
trouble is often clearly a sign of 
God’s displeasure for our sins. In 
I Corinthians 11 we are told that 
men of Corinth had partaken of 
the Lord’s Supper unworthily and 
that “for this cause many are weak 
and sickly among you, and many 
sleep. For if we would judge our- 
') selves, we should not be judged. 
“+ But when we are judged, we are 
: chastened of the Lord, that we 
should not be condemned with the 4 
world.” Many people at Corinth | 
had already died, and many were 
-weak and sickly, all as God's 
judgment on their sins. Though 
these were Christians, born-again 
people, they did not prosper be- 
cause of their sins. Their sins were 
covered, unconfessed, unjudged. So 
failure and sickness and even death 
came to them! 
In James 5:16 those who want 
healing for the body are plainly 
told, “Confess your faults one to 
another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed.” This and 
many other Scriptures indicate 
that sickness is often the natural 
and inevitable result of sin. Peo- 
ple do not prosper because they. 
_ have not confessed and forsaken 
their sin. Financial failure, poor 
crops, brokén homes, accidents, 
disease, financial reverses — all 
these are the natural fruit of un- 
confessed and unlamented sin. “He 
that covereth his sin shall not 
prosper.” 
And how much more is this true 
of spiritual matters. Sometimes the 
most real prosperity is when we 
are in poverty or when the body is 
-® wracked with pain. So we cannot 
‘f always judge by financial failure 
er success, by physical health or 
sickness, whether one is really 
prospering with God. We may 
frankly confess that sometimes it 
is not best for God’s people to 
prosper too much in physical and 
material matters. Money may be 
a curse; _ even prolonged good 
health may not be the best in some 
‘© cases. But always it’is God’s will 
") that Christians should -prosper 
-¥ spiritually. Always God wants His 
‘| people to have their prayers an- 
"> swered and their hearts full of 
\ joy, for Jesus said, “Hitherto have 
'_+). ye asked nothing in my name: ask, 
go and ye shall receive, that your joy. 
may be full” (John 16:24). Always 
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E CURSE OF HIDDEN SINS 


God wants His people’ to have sing- 
ing hearts, for He commanded us, 
“Be filled with the Spirit; speak- 
ing to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your heart 
to the Lord.” (Ephesians 5:18, 19). 
The Saviour wants us always to 
be conscious of His presence, for 
He promised those who would 
carry out the Great Commission, 
“Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world’ (Mat- 
thew 28:20). Always it is God’s 
will for Christians to have soul- 
winning power, the marvelous pow- 
er of the Holy Spirit. For it is 
promised, “But the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit withal”’ (I Corinthians 12: 
7). And again, “If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him?” ¢Luke 11:13). Chris- 
tians ought to be prosperous in 
spiritual matters all the time. And 
if we are not, the text in Proverbs 
28:13 gives us the reason why. “He 
that covereth his sins shall not 
pvosper: but whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh them shall have mercy.”’ 
If we do not prosper it is mater- 
ially sometimes because of uncon- 
fessed and unforsaken sins! If we 
do not prosper spiritually, it is 
ALWAYS the result of hidden sin! 
Oh, you who are praying for re- 
vival, open your ears to this truth 
of God’s Word! It is sin, uncon- 
fessed sin in the hearts and lives 
of God’s people, sin in the 
churches, sin in the preachers, sin 
in the Sunday School teachers, sin 
in the officers of the church, sin 
in the church members that blocks 
the power of God! If pastors 
preach with little blessing, sin is 
the reason. If the Holy Spirit of 
God does not move with heavenly 
fragrance over the hearts of the 
people in your services, it is be- 
‘cause of unconfessed and unfor- 


saken sin! If sinners are not con- | 


victed at the preaching, if they do 
not attend the services, if they will 
not listen to the invitation to at- 
tend services or to hear the gospel 
or to be saved, then sin in the 
lives of God’s people is the reason! 
“He that covereth his sins shall 
not prosper.” The churches have 
covered their sins, and they do not 
prosper, 

The lost note in evangelism is 
the condemnation, the exposure of 
sin. The command of Christ we do 
not emphasize is the command to 
repent! Some people do not like 
evangelism. They deplore any 
preaching against sin, any stirring 
of guilty consciences, any ferment 
of unrest in the churches. 

Again and again pastors have 
been fearful and nervous, thinking 
it would lead to disaster when I 
preached so plainly and pointedly 
against sin and when I made the 
application personalandembarrass- 
ing. Pastors are often afraid the 
evangelist will drive people away, 
that church members will quit com- 
ing or will quit giving, that lost 
sinners will be offended and will 
be turned away from the gospel 
by such pointed preaching against 
sin. But, praise God, in numberless 
cases the timid pastors’ fears have 
been proven unfounded and they 
have learned that only by repent- 
ance regarding sin can God’s peo- 
ple have a revival. There is no way 
to get God’s favor back on the 
churches and His revival power in 
evidence again in America except 
by getting God’s people to confess 
and forsake their sins. 

All over America preachers 
speak continually about God's love, 
about Calvary, about grace, about 
believing on Christ, about being 
kind and courteous, and loving ev- 
erybody; and yet they have no re- 
vivals, God’s people do not feel the 


breath of Heaven. Lost sinners are’ 


not convicted and are not saved. 


The work steadily declines, the/ 
diminish, 


crowds h, the influence of 
the church deteriorates. What is 
wrong? What is wrong is. that 
these preachers all have the cart 
before the horse. When defeat and 
disaster and failure are around the 
church of God it is because of sin, 
jand we cannot hope for God’s 
blessings until we face that fact 
and deal with sin. A man has to 
be sick before you can get him to 


call a doctor. Dr. Joe } Hank- 
ins well says, “You m ret a 
man lost before you can mint? 
saved.” To bring a revival in an 


locality, God's ‘preacher and God's 
people must _— to face mead 


revival started the same wa. 


the fact of their sins and confess 
and forsake these things that 


grieve God and have brought fail- 


ure and ruin to His cause in that 
particular locality. 


2. There Are Times When Some- 
thing Else Must Come Before 


Prayer! 


Let us read further in the di- 
vinely inspired story. 

“And Joshua rent his clothes, 
and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the Lord until 
the eventide, he and the elders of 
Israel, and ‘put dust upon their 
heads. And Joshua said, Alas, O 
Lord God, wherefore hast thou at 
all brought. this people over Jor- 
dan, to deliver us into the hand of 
the Amorites, to destroy us? would 
to God we had been content, and 
dwelt on the other side J ordan. “ 
O Lord, what shall I say, when Is- 
rael turneth their backs before 
their enemies! For the Canaanites 
and all the inhabitants of the land 
shall hear of it, and shall environ 
us round, and cut off our name 
from the earth: and what wilt thou 
do unto thy great name? And the 
Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee 
up; wherefore liest thou thus upon 
thy face? Israel hath sinned, and 
they have also transgressed my 
covenant which I commanded 
them: for they. have even taken 
of the acursed thing ,and have also 
stolen, and dissembled. also, and 
they have put it even among their 
own stuff. Therefore the children 
of Israel could not stand before 
their enemies, but turned their 
backs before their enemies, be- 
cause thy were accursed: neither 
will I be ‘with you any more, ex- 


‘cept ye destroy the accursed from 


among you; Up, sanctify the peo- 
ple, and say, Sanctify yourselves 
against to morrow: for thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, There is 
an accursed thing in the midst of 
thee, O Israel: thou canst not 
stand before thine enemies, until 
ye take away the accursed thing 
gg among you.” (Joshua 7:6- 
13). 

Someone has said, “There is 
nothing you can do as important 
as prayer, until after you have 
prayed.” In most cases, no doubt, 
this is true. But the passage above 
shows us that sometimes prayer 
is out of order; that prayer. ~will 
not get results; that something else 
must come, before God will hear 
prayer. Here we have the remark- 
able spectable of Joshua on his 
face before God, weeping, praying, 
and the Lord saying to him rough- 
ly “Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?” God 
plainly told Joshua that Israel had 
sinned, and that all the praying 
he could do and Israel could do 
would not réceive an answer until 
they remedied the wrong that had 
been done. God said, “Neither will 
I be with you any more, except 
ye destroy the accursed from 
among you,” and again, ‘Thou 
canst not stand before thine ene- 
mies, until ye take away the ac- 
cursed thing from among you” 
(verses 12 and 13). There are 
times when God will not hear. 
There are occasions when repent- 
ance and restitution are far more 
important than any words we can 
utter in prayer, any praises we can 
give, any request we can make! 
There are times when God de- 
mands action instead of words. 

Remember how the Saviour said 
in Matthew 5:23, 24, ‘Therefore 
if thou bring thy gift 'to the altar, 
and there rememberest that thy 
brother hath ought against thee; 
leave there thy gift before the al- 
tar, and go thy way; first be re- 


conciled' to thy brother, and then | 


come and offer thy 

If you have anything to offer 
God, first go be reconciled to your 
brother, First, go try with an hon- 
est heart to make right the sin 
you have done! Before you sing 
for God, or preach for God, or give 
money for God, or pray to God, 
confess and forsake your sin! 

A remarkable book on revival 
is “By My Spirit” by Dr. Jonathan 
Goforth. It tells of a great revival 
that came to the mission field in 
China, where Dr. Goforth was a 
Presbyterian missionary. Man 'y 
thousands were saved, the chu 
were revived and blessed in 
markable manner. And Pact 
where, as Dr. Goforth tells y, with 
heart-broken confession of s 


fessing and forsaking sin brings 

God’s blessings, His poured - 

/mercy, His reviving power! - 
Dear Christian, why beseech 


for His blessing, His power, His 
manifest presence, when there is 
sin unconfessed and unlamented, 
sin covered up in your life? I say 
to you earnestly, that there is no 
use to pray, no use to read the .Bi- 
ble, no use to try to serve God, un- 
less you will honestly set out to 
uncover the sins in your life that 
grieve the Holy Spirit and bring 
you failure. The way to the fulness 
of God’s blessing is not in prayer, 
except as we honestly seek for God 
to show us the ‘sins that grieve 
Him and ask for grace to do right 
in confessing and making resti- 
tution for our sins first. After you 
have honestly faced your sin, have 
found and confessed and repudi- 
ated the thing that is grieving God 
in your life, then you have a right 
to pray, to wait on Him for His 
power and blessing, to beseech 
Him with tears and pleadings. It 
is wonderful to pray when we are 
“On praying ground and pleading 
terms with God,” as our fathers 
used to say. But many prayers 
never get as high as the ceiling. 
To many of us on our knees, God 
would say, “Get thee up; where- 
fore liest thou thus upon thy 
face?’ and “Neither will I be with 
you any more, except ye destroy 
the accursed from among you,” 
just as He said to Joshua. 


In It Chronicies 7:14 the Lord 


promises that “If my people, which 


are called by my name, shall hum- 
ble themselves, and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from their wick- 
ed ways; then will I -hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land.” So for 
revival and blessing, God’s people 
need to have the humility to see 
their lack and their distance from 
God, and connected with their 
praying they must “forsake their 
wicked way” and not until then 
will God hear. 

<If sin brings failure to the Lord’s 
work, and defeat to His people, 
then it is also true that only sin; 
unconfessed, unlamented, unre- 
pénted sin, can keep a poor lost 
sinner from Jesus Christ and sal- 
vation! The only people who go 
to Hell are those who have not 
confessed and, in their hearts, for- 
saken their sin. 

You can preach until you are 
black in the face, of the wonder- 
ful love that Jesus Christ has, of 
the great price He paid on Cal- 
vary, of His free offer of mercy, 
and you will not have anybody 
saved unless you get people to face 
their sins and repent of their sins. 
Before Jesus gave Nicodemus the 
Pharisee that world-famous prom- 
ise in John 3:16, he had to tell 
Nicodemus three times that he 


‘must be born again or never see 


the kingdom of God: that that 
which is born of the flesh is,: aft- 
er all, of the flesh, and cannot see 
God in peace. Before Jesus could 
say to the woman at the well of 
Sychar, in.Samaria, that He Him- 
self was the Messiah, he had -to 
probe her heart, to call her atten- 
tion to her many husbands and 
the one with whom she was living 
then who was not her husband. 
When she was conscious of her 
sins, so much so that she could say 
to the men in the city, “Come 
see a man that told me all things 
that ever I did,” He was then 
ready to announce Himself as the 
Saviour for sinners such as she 
was. : 

My wife once talked to a lost 
woman without any résults. Later 
she said to me, “I did not know 
where to begin. I could not find 


a point of contact. How should I 


begin to talk to a woman like 
that?” And I replied, “Always be- 
gin on the point of sin.”’ There ev- 
ery person with a conscience is de- 
fenseless. And the matter of sin 
is where God wants every sinner 
to begin, in turning to God. In 
other words, a sinner must repent 
to be saved. “He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper: but whoso 
confesseth and ‘forsaketh them 
shall have mercy.” 

I say, it is no use to pray, when 
there are known sins unconfessed 


‘to God unlamented, unrepented_of, 


that grieve God and turn away 
His face from us. 


3. "Israel 

© | Whole Nation Held Accountable 

For One Man's Sin Untik It Is 
Exposed and Punished. 


Do you think God would blame 
Joshua for the secret sin of Achan, 
which he had not seen, of which 


he had not approved, and of which 
he had not before even heard? 


That is exactly what God did. 
In verse 11 God said, “Israel 


Hath Sinned" — A] 


hath sinned, and they also trans- 
gressed my covenant which I com- 
manded them: for they have even 
taken of the accursed thing, and 
have.also stolen, and dissembled 
also, and they have put it even 
among their own stuff.” 

Although one man sinned, the 
whole nation was held guilty, until 
they uncovered that sin and pun- 
ished it! A whole: army was de- 
feated. Some thirty-six men were 
killed. A nation was in distress, be- 
cause of one man’s sin. 

And later, when Achan died, 
his sons.and daughters were slain 
also, as if they were parties to the 
sin. No doubt in some sense they 
were. 

Christians dare not be indiffer- 
ent to the wickedness that goes on 
around them. Do you. think that 
God would hold Christian people 
who never drink ard never = sell 
liquor or beer or wine, guilty along 
with the tavern - keepers and 
brewers and distillers? Does God 
hold preachers and devout Chris- 
tians to blame for America’s 
drunkenness? Yes, He does! We 
helped elect the politicians who 
brought back liquor. The evil ad- 
ministration which led in the re- 
peal of the eighteenth amendment 
could never have been elected 
without church people. In any local 
area the sentiment against drink 
could have been overwhelming if 
people of God had taken a stand. 

How many of you readers eat 
méals in hotels or restaurants 
where beer is served, where wine 
is on the menu? Shame upon you! 
You are a partner of the liquor 
business! Your money supports 
their * business. Your influence 
makes easy the ruin of girls, the 
debauching of young men, the cor- 
ruption of government, carried on 
by the liquor business. You are a 
helper to those who make pau- 
pers and harlots and criminals! 

America is guilty. Ungodly peo- 
ple cry out that “preachers must 


keep out of politics” if we solemnly © 


warn the people of the results of 
sin, if we condemn the godlessness 
and immorality and criminality of 
the liquor interests and of other 
protected vice. But before God we 
are wicked sinners, guilty with all 
America of her sins, if we do not 
rebuke them. The preacher is a 
prophet of God. The church should 
speak out against sin, as Christ 


would do. Part of the reason the | 


churches have lost their influence 
with men and their power with 
God in America is that preachers 
have turned out to be weaklings 
who do no hate sin, who are not 
bold in denouncing wickedness, and 
who do not call on people for re- 
pentance. Any real revival, wide- 
spread, in the churches, will re- 
quire that preachers and churches 


begin to take the blame for the - 


moral lapses'in America and con- 
fess their guilt and failure. 

How could God give a revival in 
a church holding lewd, licentious 
dances for soldiers (or for anybody 
else) ? How could God send a re- 
vival to churches whose officials 
own property rented out for tav- 
erns, and the chureh treasury 
reaping part of the profits? When 
I spoke along this line once, a 
pastors, after the meeting, came to 
me and said, “What can I do? 
Did you see that large sign of a 
beer distributor downtown? That 
business is owned by the most in- 
fluential Christian man in my 
church. When we need money, he 
will give me any amount I need 
for a good cause.” I say to you 
that God will not pour out a re- 
vival on a church where His -bless- 
ing would make Him a partner in 
wickedness. 

Let us repeat it, that repentance 
is a duty of preachers and bar- 
tenders alike, of church ladies and 
harlots alike. “Israel hath sinned,”’ 
said the Lord. We must feel our 
guilt for the souls around about 
us, for sinners we have” not 
warned, for sin we have not re- 
buked, for our complacent tolera- 
tion of wickedness that has grieved 
God. See how David and Nehe- 
miah confessed their part in the 
guilt of their nation, in Daniel 9: 
3-20 and Nehemiah 1:6, 7. 

Joshua knew nothing about 
Achan’s sin. But he ought to have 
known! God’s command ct been 
explicit and urgent, that no one 
should touch the treasure; it be- 
longed to God. Joshua should have 
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have been carried out. 
Say aided oe ee 
ery 
have been watching him- 
( Continued on } page three) 
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(Continued from page two) 


self, his family, his neighbors, to 
help see that all did right and no 
curse should come from God be- 
cause of sin. About such matters 
we cannot say with Cain, “Am 
I my brother’s keeper?” It is not 
only our business to know how the 
other half of the world lives: we 
are accountable to God, in some 
sense, for their sin. 

At first it may seem heartless 
and crue] that God should have 
Achan’s children stoned and their 
bodies burned’ for their father’s 
sin. But how could a Babylonish 
garment and two hundred shekels 
of silver, and a wedge of gold of 
fifty shekels’ weight be brought 
into the tent, a hole dug, and the 
treasure hidden in the _ earth 
in the midst of the tent, without 
others knowing of it? If they were 
not active partners in the crime, 
they were passive accomplices, The 
Scripture says, “Happy is he that 
condemneth not himself in that 
thing which he alloweth” (Romans 
14:22). If we permit sin in those 
for whom we are accountable, if 
we ignore sin in those we might 
influence, yea, if we do not rebuke 
sin and take sides against it all 
about us, then we are accountable 
to God as sinners. The whole na- 
tion Israel entered into the curse 
of. Achan’s hidden sin because 
they had not opposed it, had not 
sought it out, had not punished it. 
God could not give Israel victory 
until they brought Achan to judg- 
ment. 


4. Find the Sin Yourself! 


God did: not tell Joshua who had 
committed the terrible sin against 
God. He would not tell Joshua even 
to what family, what household, 
or what tribe, the sinner belonged. 
JOSHUA HAD TO FIND THAT 
OUT FOR HIMSELF! 

The story continues, in the words 
of Holy Scripture, as follows: 

“In the morning therefore ye 

shall be brought according to your 
tribes: and it shall be, that the 
tribe which the Lord taketh shall 
come according to the families 
thereof; and.the family which the 
Lord shall take shall come by 
households; and the household 
which the Lord shall take shall 
come out man by man. And it 
shall be, that he that is taken with 
the accursed thing shall be 
burnt with fire, he and all that he 
hath: because he hath transgressed 
the covenant of the Lord, and be- 
cause he hath wrought folly in 
Israel, So Joshua rose up early in 
the morning, and brought Israel 
by their tribes; and the tribe of 
Judah was taken: And he brought 
the family of Judah; and he took 
the family of the Zarhites: and he 
brought the family of the Zarhites 
man by man; and Zabdi was tak- 
en,” 
Are we accountable for sin that 
we do not know? Yes! It is.our 
business to know. We ought to be 
so diligently on the lookout for sin 
in our own lives that we would 
know it when it appears. 

A man said to me, “Well, if the 
use of tobacco is a sin, why does- 
n’t God convict me of it? When I 
feel convicted, then I will be ready 
to quit, but not before.” I told the 
man that he was wrong in placing 
the responsibiliy on God about his 
sin. If he honestly wanted to know 
whether he was right in defiling 
his body, the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, or whether Jesus, our Ex- 
ample, would have used tobacco, 
or whether the use of tobacco 
would be a bad influence on young 
people and a bad testimony before 
the world, he could certainly find 
out. It is not God’s responsibility 
to find out. We are the ones who 
have broken the contact, the fel- 
lowship with God. If God has 
wronged us, and so broken fellow- 
ship with men, it would be God’s 
part to find out what was wrong 
and correct it. Since we sin against 
peg ‘and break the we heli 4 

always our responsibility to 
the tindering ‘cause and make it 
right. - 
Israel had sinned; so Israel must 
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must have been to find the terrible 
Sinner was not in their ranks! But 
when the tribe of Judah stood be- 
fore God, God said, “He is in this 
tribe!” Then family by family, 
household by household, and at 
last, man by man, God went with 
them through the tribe until Achan 
was found. I imagine that there was 
an awe, a sense of solemn fear, as 
the nation waited before God, earn- 
estly seeking to find who it was 
had broken God’s law, had stolen 
God’s treasure and had the ac- 
cursed thing hid. 


I confess to a sense of sorrow 
that it was in the tribe of Judah 
Achan was found. In the very tribe 
from which our Saviour was to 
appear, was found the’ man whose 
sin had brought defeat to the 
whole nation of Israel! And so oft- 
en, in some part of our lives that 
may seem holy or innocent, some- 
thing is found that grieves God 
and blocks His power and has 
ruined the sweet fellowship of a 
oo gga with the Holy Spirit of 


If you do not have an overfiow- 
ing life of blessing; if-you do not 
win souls, many of them, if de- 
feat and failure are yours; then 
will you be honest with God? Will 
you set out to seek diligently, in 
all your habits, in all your heart’s 
desires, in all the things you do 
and think and love, find the Achan 
in your heart? I plead with you, 
| be merciless in your search of your 
own heart and life. Do not excuse! 
Do not cover up! Do not give an 
alibi, and do not blame: others. 
Find that hidden Achan in your 
heart and life and drag him out 
before God and there pass judg- 
ment upon him. Confess and .for- 
sake the sin that has grieved God. 

Too many people-say, “I will 
quit drinking, if God will take the 
taste of liquor away,” or “I will 
give my unconverted sweetheart 
up, if God will take him out of my 
life.”” Oh, my friend, hunt out your 
sin yourself. If it is the sin of 
drink, then -give it up, though you 
may have to fight a flaming thirst 
until you die! God will. help you 
if you really want to find the 
Achan in your own life and heart. 


5. The Progress of Sin; ‘I Saw, | 


Coveted, | Took, | Hid.’ 


Achan, faced with the fact that 
his sin stood open before God, and 
that he must be punished, shame- 
facedly told the story of his sin. 
In Joshua 7:19-21, the story con- 
tinues: 

“And Joshua said unto Achan, 
My son, give, I pray thee, glory 
to the Lord God of Israel, and 
make: confession unto him; and 
tell me now what thou hast done; 
hide it not from me. And Achan 
answered Joshua, and said, In- 
deed I have sinned against the 
Lord God of Israel, and thus and 
thus have I done: When I saw 
among the spoils a goodly Baby- 
lonish garment, and two hundred 
shekels of silver, and a wedge of 
gold of fifty shekels weight, then 
I coveted them, and took them; 
and behold, they are hid in the 
earth in the midst of my tent, and 
the silver under it.” 


Note the progress of Achan’s 
sin. ‘When I saw among the spoils 
a goodly Babylonish garment, and 
two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 
weight ...”” About some things, at 
least, it is true that ignorance is 
the handmaid of innocence. Paul 
said, ‘In malice be ye children’ 
(I Cor. 14:20). It is far best for 
the Christian never to see some 
things, so he will never want them. 
The old-fashioned Christian who 
will not' have playing cards in his 
house will never learn to gamble 
with them. One who never sees, in 
movies and night clubs or else- 
where, half-clothed girls, drinking, 
smoking, gambling, petting, . 
ing love to many men, is yee | to 
miss being led into that. of 
life by these sirens of sin. It is 
the devil’s game to make people: 
think it. necessary for people to 


| “know the ways of the world,” to 
“sow a few wild oats.” How prec- 


~ ae dt al Pia Re ds 2Y Mri} 2 ) 

+ ee > a * er 4 eo Ope ee ' wet = soygty 

%. © ye : ey a2’ be ‘ - - 

nian ‘auta sr a eS Veer Pape ee NS) 4 Sees 5 ie ees A ee 
Tigra Vo hi ee, eer Fre aye A em ee my 


17 ae 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ale at the tavern bar, but there 


he -is already on the way 
to drinking beer and whiskey. 
The girl who attends a ball but 
never dances a step, will soon sur- 
render her body to the lustful em- 
brace of every casual male ac- 
quaintance as other dancers do. 
The boy who hangs about with 
gamblers will become a gambler. 
Coveting follows seeing! 

And Achan then took the forbid- 
den treasures. He doubtless never 
would have thought he would be 
guilty of such a sin! The fallen 
girl never intended to be a harlot. 
Ask the drunken~bum, and he will 
tell you that he never intended to 
lose wife and children and job and 
health and character to become the 
sot, the bleary-eyed creature with- 
out manhood that he is. David was 


the pure in heart, but when he} last 


gazed on Bathsheba taking her 
bath, and had her brought to his 
house, then he committed the ter- 
rible sin. Mark it down, that there 
is no limit to the grossness of the 
sin that any person living may 
commit, if only he put himself 
continually under the influence of 
temptation! The only safety even 
for Joseph, that stainless hero of 
the Old Testament, was to-flee in 
fear from Potipher’s wife. The on- 
ly safety for any Christian is to 
shun even the appearance of evil, 
to hate even the garment spotted 
by the flesh, to flee from youthful 
lusts. What younevercovet, you will 
not take. If you do not allow your- 
self to be tempted, you will not 
fall. So the Saviour taught us to 
pray, “Lead us not into tempta- 
tion.” 

Then Achan hid the stolen treas- 
ure. After we commit our sins, 
then we must rationalize them, 
must excuse them, must make an 
alibi for them. We feel we must 
defend ourselves by blaming oth- 
ers, by saying this is not as bad 
as that. Stealing the treasure was 
a wicked sin; hiding it was worse. 
And Christian, that sin which first 
came between you and God is bad, 
but that is not the last step in the 
progress of sin. The most guilty 
part in this quadruple sin is to 
hide it, deny it, ignore it, refuse 
to confess it, refuse to repent of it! 


6. Hidden in the Tent. 


Joshua 7:22 and 23 says, “So 
Joshua sent messengers, and they 
ran unto the tent; and, behold, it 
was hid in his tent, and the silver 
under it. And they took them out 
of the midst of the tent, and 
brought them unto Joshua, and 
unto all the children of Israel, and 
laid them out before the Lord.” 

In public Achan probably seemed 
as good an Israelite as anyone in 
the camp! The public part of god- 
liness, he may have observed as 
well as any Levite. Perhaps he 
did not work on the Jewish sab- 
bath. Perhaps he was careful never 
to eat pork. It is possible he 
brought the tithe of his flocks as 
sacrifices, just as did other good 
Jews. But Achan’s sin was not in 
public; it was in private. It was 
not in the house of worship, but 
back hidden in his own tent! 

A woman who had sung in the 
choir and taught a Sunday School 
class, deeply convicted by my 
preaching, wrote to tell me how 
she had murdered her unborn ba- 
bies. So nice, so religious, so faith- 
ful in public; so wicked, so black 
her sin in secret at home! A popu- 
lar preacher preached to big crowds, 
was greatly loved and admired for 
his pulpit eloquence, untilit was dis- 
covered that he lived a double life; 
that in his secret life there was a 
black shadow that made it impos- 
sible for his people to listen to 
him again, except with shame and 
disgust! A deacon in a north Texas 
church was an active Sunday 
School worker, took a leading 
part in laymen’s programs, but it 
was discovered that for two years 
he had been living the life of a 
thief, stealing again and again 
y. It is 


Oh, Christian, do not believe that 


there is nothing wrong with your 


life because you attend church, 
sing in the choir, because you give 
of your money or testify in prayer 
rea It is not so much in pub- 
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Found In The Mail 


(Continued from page one) 


ners for all of our lives but thank 
the good Lord, we found Christ 
at last. We are thirty-five years 
old, so you know we are glad.” 
And the gospel booklets keep 
going from our office. New con- 
verts are anxious to have others 
find the joy they have found from 
the booklets. No one is ever re- 
fused copies of the booklets if they 
promise to give them out only to 
those who promise to read them, 
accompanied by a personal word. 
We send daily hundreds of them 
free, to chaplains, men in the 
armed forces, penitentiaries, etc. 
God takes care. of the bills. You 
will be happy to know that the 
payment on the bill which 
came May 20th, for 407,200 copies 
of What Must I Do to Be Saved?, 
$3,111.86, was met July 28th. 
The following gave gifts for 
spreading of this literature during 
July: 
Gifts on Free Gospel Literature 
During July 
A Friend, Nebraska $1. 
Loretta Haas, Wisconsin ........ 2. 
B. M. age Pennsylvania... 6. 
Cornelia Horner, Michigan .... 1. 
Mrs. W. O .Burnett, Dllinois.... 1 
Mrs, Frances W. Repchon, 
Nebraska 45 
Mrs. Fred Robey, Indiana .... 
E. Forbord, Illinois 


Christ Nelson, Wisconsin ...... 1.00 
Dan Duracha, Illinois ..........:. 1.00 
Mrs. Wm. K. Bill, Indiana .... 3.00 


Miss Alma Anderson, I[llinois.. 2.00 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Topinka, Jr., 
Wisconsin 1.00 
Mr. Robert L..Hudson, Illinois 2.75 
Donald Hatch, Wisconsin .... 4:00 


are you willing to unroll all the 
secret thoughts and processes of 
your heart before the Lord Jesus 
and with tears beg Him to be 
master of it all! Are you willing to 
unlock every closet door in your 
being, lay every affection on the 
altar, like Abraham bound Isaac 
on the altar of sacrifice? I beg 
you, do not finish this paragraph 
without askingGod to show you the 
things in your own deceitful heart 
that may grieve Him and dishonor 
Him and withdraw His sweet com- 
munion from you! 

Some person reads this sermon, 
no doubt, who has never been born 
again, who has never known what 
it is to come to Christ as a poor, 
condemned sinner, confessing your 
sin, begging Him to forgive and 
save you, and trusting Him to do 
it, once and for all. Well, if you 
have not come to Christ like that, 
if you have not been born again, 
if you have not been converted, if 
you have not been given a new 
heart by trusting Christ to forgive 
you and save you, I know why. I 
know what is back of your rejec- 
tion of Christ. It is a black, hid- 
eous, wicked thing. Whatever ex-. 
cuses and alibis you make, they 
are not the real reasons you are 
not a Christian.: 

It is true there are hypocrites in 


the church. Judas, a hypocrite, was 


in the first twelve disciples. It is 
true that preachers are not all they 
ought to be. In fact, they are hu- 
man beings like everybody else, 
tempted, falling short, sometimes 
worldly minded, never able to be 
quite the men they long. to be, 
even the purest and best of them. 
You say, “Well, I am afraid I 
cannot live right.” Perhaps you 
couldn’t. You are not perfect and 
ou. never will be until, if you 
rust in Christ, you are caught up 
to meet Christ and be made per- 
fect in His likeness. It may be 
true, as you say, that you “do not 
feel like being a Christian.” But 
back of all these silly excuses is 
one dark, hidden, secret and wick- 
ed reason. You really are not a 
Christian because you do not love 
Christ. You love your sin. In John 
3:19 to 21 Jesus said, “And this 
is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. For 
every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, 
lest his deeds should be reproved. 
But he that doeth truth cometh 


to the light, that his deeds ntay be 
nse "fest 
wrought in God.” 


that they are 


You see, Jesus knew your heart, 


art.| and He knew that there is only 


A Friend, Culver City, Calif. 15.00 
Mrs. L. R. Adams, California 4.00 
Mrs. Kenneth Woodthorp, 


Michigan 2.00 
Wm, H. Walter, Missouri ...... 4.50 
Mrs. Earl Cline, Kansas ........ 1.00 


Mrs. Joe Kelly, Kansas 
Glenn J. Fruth, Ohio 


Mrs, R. H. London, Oklahoma 1.75 — 


Mrs. C, J. Baker, Kangas ........ 1.00 


Mr. and Mrs. J.W.Besso, Okla. 4.00 7 


C. C. Kelly, California .......... 1.00 
Hazel Fulton, Nebraska ........ 2.00 
Mrs. Alma Champion, Texas .50 


Pvt. P. B. Cole, Nebraska .... 5.00 
Mrs. Roy E. Day, Kansas .... .50 
Mrs. Helen Gregory, Colo. .... .80 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Trupton, 
Nebraska 1.00 
Mrs. H. S. Degirle, Georgia... 5.00 
Mr. John Duff, Illinois .......... .00 
Mrs, M. D. Thornton, Texas... 1, 
Mrs. J. R. Burnette, Tenn.....10,00 
Dema Kincaid, Kansas ........... .50 


John Thom Wisconsin.... 1.00 
Mrs. E. L. Calome, Texas...... 1.00 
A Gift . 2.00 
Wm. H, Walter, Missouri ...... 5.00 
F. R. Thern, Wisconsin ........ 10.00 
F. R. Ivey, Iowa 1.00 


Mr. M. R. Elliott, Wisconsin... .25 


A Friend from Ohio 2.00 
Joe J. Units, Iowa ...............:.. 50 
Mrs. Margaret Anderson, Ill... 1.00 


Mrs. J. L. E. Copenhaven; Pa. 1.00 
Mrs. Willis Kirkland, Penna. 2.00 
Eleanor Christensen, Minn..... : 35 


KE, -W. Hepler, Colorado ........ 1.00 
F’, C, Fox, Oklahoma 25.00 
Henry Edan, Nebraska .......... 2.00 
Paul I. Williams, Texas ........ 40 


Keith L. Foster, Minnesota.... .75 
Mrs. Jennie Klemaun, Wisc..... 1.00 
Mrs, M. R. Leer, South Dakota 1.00 
Mrs. David L. Speegle, Colo. 1. 


J. D. Meek, Oklahoma .......... 20 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Weaver 
Michigan 20 


Mrs. L, A. Wroe, Minnesota.... 1.00 
Mrs. R. B. Miller, Fort Worth 12.50 


Mrs. Otto Detzel, Illinois ...... 3.00 
Wm. H, Walter, Missouri .... 4.50 
Hershel Birkes, Missouri ...... 1.75 


EKiner and Edna Christensen, 
Wisconsin 5.00 
Mrs. Pauline and Calvin Wilson, 
Texas secs, ae 
H. W, Young, Oklahoma ........ 25 
Mrs. Victor. Schroeder, Kan... 
Mrs. Grace Waldo, Nebraska 1.00 
Bernice Moore, Arkansas .... 2.00 
Mamie Steele, Oklahoma 1.00 


Mrs. Perry Mason, Missouri... 1.00. | 
Chas, E. Newman, Oklahoma 15.00. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry J. Derveber, 
Wash 2.00 
F’, J. Russell, Nebr. 15 


G. Greatorex, Colo. 1.50 
W. R, Knapp, Nebr. 2.00 
Mrs. D. J: Schrepel, Kans....... 2.00 


Jewell Davidson, Tenn 50 
L. J. Crome, Kans 
Wm. H. Walter, Mo. 4 
Mrs. Howard Dorhalt, Wis..... 

Mrs. A, Sallee, Texas 


‘Mrs. 8. M. Trackwell, Calif... 1,00 


Mrs. Emma Brinkman, Kans... 
Mr. & Mrs. L. E. Cashman, Pa, 1.00 
Mr. George E. Reid, Ill ; 
Mrs. Dorothy B, Remsberg, Kans. 


5.00 
Alma Anderson, IIl. 5,00 
Mrs. Raymond Bolton, Nebr... 2.00 
Ernest Chapman, II 5.00 
Miss J. A. Frank, Ky. 4.70 


Elizabeth Heinrick; Minn....... 50 
B. A. Hard, Tex. 10.00 
Mr. & Mrs. G. M. Bratton, Colo. 2.00 


J. R. Spangler, Iowa................ 1.00 
Wanda Aigner, Minn. 1.65 
Mrs. C. M. Transue, N. J......... 5.00 
C. B. Swanson, Okia............... 10.00 


EK. L. Lundgren, Minn........... 200.00 

Mrs. R. E. Pierce, Iowa.......... 

A. H. Newfield, Kansas........ S 

Dr. R. E. Warner, Iowa.......... 10.00 

L. Gramby, IIL i. ~ 4.00 

Mrs. Ethel Van Valkenberg Okla. 
sae (¥ 


Mrs, FH. Gothie, Pa....)-) oc. 
J. Schellenberg, Can................. 50 
L. Westlung, Iowa.................. otha 
Mrs. C. I. Maddox, Nebr........... 
Amelia Rogers, Il. 

Edgar Allee, Minn..................... 50 


A. friend, Phillipsburg, Kans... 1.00 
Mrs. Elsie Harris, N. J........... 5.00 
John Outjes, S. Dak................. 1,00 
C. S. Striplin, Tex......... Peru 1.00 
A Sebo Cats ik 3 es, .. 2.00 
Mrs. John Reardon, Ind........... 2.00 
S. J..McCormack, Tex............. 1.00 
A friend, Wheaton, IIl........... 5.00 
Walter M. Hoyt, Iowa.............. 10.00 


Howard Weitemeyer, N. Y..... 4.00 a 


A friend, Ponca, Nebr............. 5.00 
Mrs. W. A. Alexander, Mo....... 1.00 — 
A friend, Sparta, Wis............... 3. 

A friend........ 

A friend, Rolfe, Iowa. 2.00. _ 
Mrs. J. F. Tirum, N. D........... 1.00 <2 
Mrs. D. E. Mentzer, Iowa........ 3.00 


Mr. & Mrs, Fred Lindaman, lowe aS 


} .00 
Mrs. Blanche Willard, Wis... 5 
Total... 
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THE CURSE OF HIDDEN SINS 


( Continued from page three) 


for Him to have first place. 
want to have your own way. 
“case itis true as in the 


af I 
f “ease of every lost man living that 


heb ; ; ee . ith ip meas ¢ —< -_— nee 
WR teen HBR po. a Pa cee a RSoF Ss ; am 
eae Te en Qc = -. ; + ow, ~~ ee ee eee “uoee re ae = eee eee. kin a Bia 38 > Bi > . ee * . + fin Fi 5 —" . 4 = . 
A eOrartd TS ok . ~ ar : “ 3 re te » or oy ee Se y fl oR TER i. oi ¥ § i. i 7 > View -y a ir 5 >> is ," >i rf a eed Ms x 
Saori d. | koe aa By - Igy f Mea igs i 7 Wo hone oe, rene aati acini ee Rati EME ns pe Mab Oe dag! ay eet Ce pee Sey ee Re ake AY, eres ae b S 
: Seer ie ; ; Ri St ee “2 Caeaterae ’, age, 4 mak Ske ~ ee Pe Te Po TES SR EN eC eae eS RSET a Ls a 


in oy 


ne 


{ 


+ BR 
~ 
 f 
ra 
7a 
£ 
<3 
t * 
be 24 
* 4 


So ees Se 


SERIE ETRE OP we 
pant % 


Sees ALO aia 
ety ad 


P Cech. ’ ak. ore = 


pe SS eS, SR ie EET Co Rta: SS wee 
Ry BRO 2 “Re eek ee Sg ik Mas oe SR NO “ 


oe PEP en ey ae as tt OMe rN 
se Jest Be al Rh Rn nied pee eae RR 


.; es oe 
vse TOMES a 


er re ca igs Coa phe Se, a eee ee BP 
, * - ‘ Largs Ore 
my 3 j 


“light is come into the world, and 


men loved darkness rather than 


a light, because their deeds were 
- + evil.” Christ, the light of the world, 


has appeared to you, has knocked 
at the door of your heart. You turn 
Him down for the same _ reason 
that wicked Pharisées_ crucified 
Him. In your wicked heart you do 
not love Him. You do not want 
what. He has. You do not want to 


- give up your sins. You do not want 


to have a new heart. You hold on- 
to your. sins, reject the Saviour, 
and so damn your own soul! 

This is one reason why I believe 
that preachers and every soul-win- 
ner ought to go after sinners, ham- 
mer and tongs. With tender love, 
yes, but with bold accusation. We 


' Ought to love sinners, oh, yes; but 
_ - We ought not to believe their ali- 


bis, their silly excuses. We ought 


to know that hidden in the tent 


of every unconverted man’s heart 
is the wicked, blasphemous, hellish 


rejection of Christ, the deliberate 


choice of sin instead of the Sav- 
iour..Sinners do not turn down Je- 
sus Christ for any good reason. 


. Always it is this wicked reason of 
- @ love for sin, a holding on to the 


forbidden, a rebellion against the 
right and good that God has in 
mind for them. That is the reason 
Christ-rejecting sinners will go to 
Hell, and ought to go to Hell. 


: There is the blackest sin in their 


hearts. And not only sin but there 
is a love for sin. 
I remember only one man who 


ever told me the truth about why 


he was not saved. In a country re- 
vival service I asked a man, “Are 
you a Christian?” 

“No!” he bluntly answered. 

“Don’t you want to be?’’, I said. 

He answered, “Well, if I wanted 
to be a Christian I could be, could 
I. not?” 

I answered, “Yes, of course you 
could. Christ is willing to save you 
tonight.” 

“Then I guess I don’t want to 
be, or I would be,” he answered 


insolently. 


"Yes, he was right. He wansn’t 
a Christian because he didn’t want 


to be. You, poor sinner, poor un- 


converted enemy of Jesus Christ, 
are not a Christian because you 
don’t want to be. You want your 
sin. You may lie about it, you may 
cover over your sin, but the fact 
remains you do not love Christ, 
you do not want Him; rather you 
want your sin and hold onto it. 
Poor sinner, that course will 


~~ take you to Hell, for “He that 


covereth his sins shall not pros- 
per,” says the text of Proverbs 28: 
13: You must uncover that sin, 
open up that wicked heart, confess 
your sin and repent of it, if you 
would be saved. 


7. The Tetrible Judgment of God 
Upon Unforgiven Sin. 


infidels. and modernists who do 
not want to repent of their. sin, 
are bold in their criticism of the 
Bible. They say that the Old Tes- 
tament pictures an angry; venge- 
ful, tribal God. They cannot be- 
lieve in any God who would bring 
a flood to destroy a race, 
or any God who would command 
the destruction of the Amalekites, 
or the God who would have Achan 
and his children stoned and their 
bodies burned. But frankly, - the 
God of the Old Testament is the 


God of the New. And the God who 


demanded judgment on sin in the 
case of Achan is the same God of 


3 aes whom. Christ told us, “who is able 


a ' demanded public punishment. That 


| poldly disobeying God, 
m™ the stolen treasure 


to destroy both soul and body in 
Hell” (Matt. 10:28). Christ Him- 
self spoke more about God’s judg- 
ment on sin, God’s wrath, and the 
torments of Hell, than did any 
prophet of either the Old Testa- 
ment or the New Testament! 

This .terrible sin of Achan, in 
in hiding 
in his_ tent, 
might be the ruin of the whole na- 
tion. Such gross and deliberate sin 


e terrible punishment is told in Jos- 
hua 7:24 to 26, 


in ieex: Achan the son of Zerah, 
7 _ the silver, berg the garment, 
nd. the wedge of gold, and his 
ms, and hig daughters, and his 
en, and his asses,.and his sheep, 


oa tent, and all that he had: 


ia Uf rought them unto the 
ley -Achor. And Joshua said, 
y hat thou troubled “us ‘ ? the 


Lord shall trouble thee this day. 
And all Israel, stoned him with 
stones, and burned them with fire, 
after they had stoned them with 
stones. And they raised over him a 
great heap of stones unto this day. 
So the Lord turned from the fierce- 
ness of his anger. Wherefore the 
name of that place was called, The 
valley of Achor, unto this day.” 

As Joshua and all Israel took 


Achan and stoned. him, his sons,: 


his daughters, his oxen, his. asses, 
his sheep and his tent and all that 
he had, and burned what was left 
of them with fire, no doubt many 
lips gquivered with deep’ emotion, 
and many eyes were red-rimmed 
from weeping. It was such a les- 
son as to impress all Irael with 
the terrible nature of sin, and of 
God’s all-consuming wrath on sin 
when it was covered and not con- 
fessed. In that valley of Achor, 
they covered the whited, broken 
bones of the man they had pub- 
licly executed, with a great mound 
of stones as a perennial warning 
to the people of Israel that sin 
must be punished. 

And I warn you, poor unsaved 
reader, that the fires of eternal 
Hell and torment burn hot today 
for Christ’- rejecting sinners like 
you. It is true that God loves sin- 
ners, loves the whole world, as 
John 3:16 says, But in the same 
chapter John 3:36 says, “He that 
believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life: and he that ,believeth 
not the Son shall not see life; BUT 
THE WRATH OF GOD ABIDETH 
ON HIM.” God’s wrath stays, day 
by day, on poor Christ-rejecting 
sinner! God’s indignation grows 
over your sin. Punishment must be 
yours if you do not repent. And 
unless you repent in time, Hell’s 
eternal punishment and ruin must 
be God’s eternal punishment on 
your sin. A holy God cannot let 
sin get by. It is only fair, only 
honest, only right, that sin must 
be punished. Every law on the 
statute books, every courthouse, 
every jail, every policeman on the 
corner, adds its testimony to the 
deliberate opinion of all mankind, 
that sin must be punished. 


8.. Achan Need Not Have Died! 
The story)jin the seventh chapter 
of Joshua is done,-but I revert to 
the text. in Proverbs 28:13: ‘He 
that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 
Achan covered his sin. He hid his 
stolen treasures, He did not con- 
fess his sins until they were al- 
ready discovered. He never seemed 
willing to admit, even then, the 
terrible nature of his guilt. So 
Achan died in a public execution, 
at the direct. command of God. But 
Achan need not have died! 

Our text says that “Whoso con- 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy.” God is a just God, 
but He is also merciful. God is a 


righteous, a holy God, but He loves 


sinners. God must judge and must 
punish unconfessed, unrepented 
sin; but praise His merciful name, 
He is willing to forgive us when 


-we confess our sins! 


After all, it was not sin alone 
that led Achan to his terrible 
doom. It was holding on to his sin, 
covering up his sin. 

Let us imagine a scene that did 
not happen. I see Achan come in 
with his guilty treasures, hastily 
dig a hole in the dirt floor of his 
tent. I see him wrap the wedge of 
gold and the two hundred shekels 
of silver in the Babylonish gar- 
ment, then wrap-the whole bundle 
in a skin, perhaps, then cover it up. 
But suppose Achan had suddenly 
begun ‘to weep, and frantically rig 
his buried treasure out of the 
earth. Suppose he had taken it in 
his arms and run to Joshua, weep- 
ing and saying, ‘Oh, God forgive 
me; what a sin I have committed; 
Joshua, please pray for me. I stole 


a Babylonish garment, and two 


hundred shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of gold. They belonged to 
God, and when we were sacking 
the city of Jericho I took them, 
against God’s command. I will 
bring a lamb for a sacrifice. I will |> 
restore the things I stole| I con- 
fess my sin before God and before 
all Israel. Oh, pray for me, that i 
may have mercy and forgiveness!” 


Does any reader here believe 
that God would have commanded 
to be stoned? No, no! “He 

that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 
Achan, if he had been willing to 


| been forgiven. Achan need not 


‘failure and defeat and the curse 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


turn from his sin, confess his sin, 
forsake his sin in time, would have 


have died. He could have repented 
and so have been forgiven and 
saved, 

Dear Christian, your failure is 
not simply that you have ‘sinned. 
EXvery child of God sins. Jesus 
Himself taught us to pray every 
day, “Our Father, which are in 
heaven... forgive us our sins” 
(Luke 11:2, 4). So He knew that 
this matter of sin would be a daily 
burden to honest Christians. But 


of God does not come upon us s0 
much because we have sinned, as 
because we cover our sins. We do 
not hate them. We do not take 
sides against them. We do not 
weep over them. We do not try to 
make restitution for them. God 
forgive us, our sins come between 
us and God because we do not 
honestly repent of them with all of 
our hearts! 

There is only one way for daily 
cleansing and daily victory for a 
Christian, and that way is by daily 
confessing and daily turning from 
our sin. I John 1:9 is for Chris- 
tians, and in it we are plainly giv- 
en this beautiful promise: “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” We can have daily mercy, 
daily cleansing, if we daily conr 
fess our sins and turn our hearts 
away from them. Thank God for 
the forgiveness; and thank God 
again for the cleansing! We can 
have not only forgiveness for our 
sins day by day, but we can have 
such cleansing as will help us over- 
come the things we hate that dis- 
honor God. 

Every Christian ought to be able 
daily to look up into the heart of 
God and cry out, in the words of 
the old song, 


“Return, O heavenly Dove,.return, 
Sweet messenger of rest. 
I hate the sins that made thee 
mourn 
And drove Thee from my breast. 


“The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate’er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy 
throne 
And worship only Thee.” 


God’s children do not have to be 
chastised if we confess .and forsake 
our sins. “For if we would judge 
ourselves, we should not be 
judged,” says I Corinthians 11:31. 
If we will not judge ourselves then 
God must chasten-His children. 

Dear lost sinner, if you are a 
wicked sinner, yet you do not have 
to die and go to Hell forever. If 
you are a criminal or a harlot, a 
blasphemer, a drunkard, a convict, 
or a dope fiend, God does not want 
you to go-to Hell. People do not 
go to Hell simply because they are 
sinners. Rather they go because 
they will not repent of their sin! 
If you today will confess your sins 
to God, and in your poor, helpless 
heart, will, as far as you know 
how, turn away from your sin, God 
will have mercy and will forgive 
and save. 


You have your choice. You may 
cover your sins, make alibis for 
them, hide them from the face of 
men. You cannot hide them from 
God. You cannot deceive God. 
Sooner or later you must answer 
to God if you try to cover your 
sins. Be sure of this, you will not 
presper. Be assured that one day 
you will be bound forever in Hell, 
away from God and in the Lake 
of Fire, if you try to cover your 
sins and get by without repenting, 

ithout turning to Christ for mer- 

and pardon. 


On the other hand, “whoso con- 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy.” What a sweet of- 
fer! Here is the only way a sin- 
ner can have forgiveness. Here is 
the only way a smiting conscience 
can find peace. Here is the only 


way a poor iost sol can be saved. 
Oh, confess your sins and come to' 
Christ for the mercy He promises | 
so freely today! Simply confess | 
your sins to Him. Never mind.| 
about stammering words. Never 
mind the theological language. He 
‘knows your heart. If you honestly 
admit your sin_and want mercy, 
you may have it. Just the moment 
you turn your heart to Him in faith, 
trusting Jesus Christ who died for 
you, willing for Him to forgive and 
cleanse you, that moment Godtakes 
you in His arms as His own child. 
That moment the Holy Spirit 
works a change in you and you be- 
come a born again Christian, con- 


verted, | Cn gro 
T hope ‘thet many e reader wil 


THE LORDSHIP OF 


(Continued from page one) 


ask: Is it right to go here or 
there? May I take part in this 
pleasure or that; One decision on- 
ly: God First! 

I remember a mother who would 
not put God first, and to-day the 
body of her daughter lies,in the 
cemetery. She had asked her moth- 
er if she might answer God’s call 
and go to the foreign field. The 
mother agreed-on condition that 
she would continue to work for 
three or four months. Then at the 
end of that time she went back 
on her word, broke her promise 
and refused 'to let her daughter 
go. Less than a year passed be- 
fore God, whom she would not rec- 


ognize as Lord, came and took her 


daughter to Himself. 


Now the man who puts God first 
in his life and takes up the cross 
to faithfully follow his Lord and 
Master will have fulfilled the wp 
conditions of discipleship. 

“Where he leads me I will follow, 
I'll go with Him all the way.” 

The last condition of disciple- 
ship is found in Luke xiv. 33. It 
reads as follows: ‘‘Whosoever he 
be of you that forsaketh not all 
that, he hath, he cannot be My 


disciple.” “But,” you exclaim, “that: 


condition is almost impossible to 
meet. Do you mean to say that 
God asks His followers to literally 
forsake everything? If so, then I 
am. not His disciple, for I still have 
a home, a wife and a small bank 
account. Am I to forsake these?”’ 

In the Revised ‘Version you will 
find that the word “forsake” has 
been translated ‘renounce.’ Now 
let us read it: “Whosoever he: be 
of you that renounceth_not all that 
he hath, he cannot be My disciple.” 
It is one thing to renounce; it is 
another to forsake. God demands 
that His children renounce every- 
thing wheras He may ask them to 
actually forsake very few of the 
things they have renounced. 

To renounce a thing means to 
relinguish all claim. The best ex- 
ample is probably found in Acts 
iv. 32: “Neither said any of them 
that aught of the things that he 
possessed was his own.” 

Nothing that I am or own. be- 


go to the quiet place of prayer and 
there confess the sins God knows 
in your heart and honestly forsake 
them. If there is anything you can 
do to make them right, oh do it— 
do it at once! But look to Christ 
now, this moment, for forgiving 
and cleansing as you confess and 
forsake your sins in your heart. 

If some poor sinner today re- 
pents of his sins and trusts Christ, 
how glad I would be to know it. 
Will you write me a letter or card 
and tell me so? If you like you 
may use the words given here. 
Sign your name today, and tell the 
Lord you mean it and will depend 
on Him for the forgiveness and 
mercy He promised e€very sinner 
who honestly confessed and _ for- 


.sook his sins. You may clip out 


this decision coupon, and mail it 
to me, or you may copy it in a let- 
ter or card, or write in your own 
words. But when you trust Christ, 
then claim Him today. 


My Decision for Christ. 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of The Lord 


145 North Hale St. 


Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 


_I have read your sermon on ‘The 
Curse of Hidden Sins.” I realize 
that until today I had been a poor, 
lost sinner. But I believe what God 
says, that “he that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper: but whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy.” So today I have 
honestly confessed my sins to God, 
the best I knew how. Today I will 
trust Him for the mercy which 
He promised. I believe that Jesus 
Christ loved me and died for me 
on the cross. I believe He is will- 
ing to forgive me and change my 
heart. I depend upon Him to do 
it right now. I take Him as my 
own Saviour. I write this as m 
public profession of faith. By God’s 
grace and help, I intend to live for 
Him from this day forth. 


- Signed 


Address 


longs to me. All is God’s He allows 
me the use of it as it pieases fim, 
but He has the tirst, tne Supreme 
Claim. hecogmizing wnat, 1 giaaly 
place all at r11S Gisposai, Lane ly 
nands oli, and own Him as. Lora. 
Having detinitely relunquisned a 
claim, {i deliberately turn my back 


on everything. ‘thus I renounce ail 


that 1 am and have. It is no longer 
mine bit God’s. Henceforth He nas 
the absolute right to do what He 
likes with it, and if at any time 
He should call upon me to hterailly 
forsake what 1 have renounced [{ 
must not even murmur or com- 
plain, 1 give Him all my children. 
He may take one or none to the 
foreign field and thus demand that 
I forsake those whom I have al- 
ready renounced. So with my mon- 
ey and everything else. 


No sooner will I renounce all 


than God will test me to see if my 
renunciation is genuine. It was so 
‘| with Abraham. He had renounced 
Isaac, recognizing that he belonged 
to God alone. Then God demanded 
the sacrifice on Mount Moriah and 
Abraham never flinched. His re- 
nunciation was thereby: proven to 
be genuine. It will not be hard 
when the test comes if the re- 
nunciation has been real. But if it 
has only been a fake the testing 
time will be terrible, and in all 
probability the thing that was 
supposed to have been renounced 
will be taken back. Discipleship 
demands renunciation. 

Remember, Jesus must be Lord 
of all, or not Lord at all. No man 
ever works for two firms at the 
same time. No slave owns two 
masters at once. Beware lest when 
you give Him a secondary place 
as you think, you awaken some 


.day when it is too late to discover 


that He is not there at all. For 
He must be Lord of all, or not 
Lord at all. “No man can serve 
two masters.”’ 

“Suffer me first,” said the young 
man to Jesus. Oh no, not “me first” 
— God First! My interests must 
always come second to His; never 
first. “Seek ye first the Kingdom 
of God.” 

Dr. Graham Scroggie of Edin- 
burgh, was one time speaking 
along this line, and at the close 
of the service he was approached 
by a young woman, a professing 
Christian, who had con greatly 
stirred, 

“And why don’t you yield?” in- 
quired Dr. Scoggie. 

“I am afraid I would have to 
do two things if I did,”’. responded 
the girl. 

“What are they ?’”’ questioned the 
minister. 

‘I play the piano in a concert 


hall, and I fear I would have to 


give it up,” exclaimed the inquirer. 
“And the other?” 


“IT am afraid God would send me 


to China as .a missionary.” 

Dr. Scroggie was wise in ~his 
dealings with the anxious. Open- 
ing his Bible at Acts x. 14, he ex- 
plained to the young woman the 
absurdity. of Peter’s answer. A 
slave never dictates.-And to say, 
‘Not so,” and then add the word 
“Lord,” was impossible. 

“Now,” said Dr. Scroggie, ‘I 
want you to cross out the two 
words, ‘Not so,’ and leave the word 
‘Lord;’ or else cross out ‘Lord’ and 
leave ‘not so.’ ” 

Handing her his pencil he quiet- 
ly walked away. For two hours 
she struggled. Then. he returned. 
Looking over her shoulder he saw 
a tear-stained page, but the words 


“Not so” were crossed out. With | i 


a glad light in her eyes she left 
the church and went home repeat- 

over and over the one word, 
“Tord.” No longer would she dic- 
tate, She was now His disciple 


and He her Lord and Master. “a 


Henceforth it would be, “Even so, 
Father,’”’ and, 


Thou have me to do?” 


“Lovest thou Me more than — f. 


these?” And I can imagine Jesus 
pointing to the boats and nets, 


then to the other disciples, and f- ~~ 


nally to Peter’s home and loved 


ones. “Peter, who comes first? Do a : 
y|I? Lovest thou me more than 


these?” And that is the question 
He is asking still. Shall we, theta 


| yield all, and crown Him Lord?. 


ane: 


“Lord, what wilt 


cs 
i “ 
* mel 

ad 


